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Statistics suggest the decline in modern foreign language (MFL) learning is acce g. Previous

research has examined learning, teaching and motivation as possible causes of c and past

declines.

This research provides new insights by investigating the nature and effectiveness of governa MFLs
from governmental to school levels over 50 years.

This study is novel in setting the governance of a major educational development in contex
consider the political, economic and educational factors which have advanced the learning and te
of MFLs and look at the challenges — attitudinal, motivational and Anglophone societal issues, as w
the consequences of political and educational agency - which have impeded progress.

The findings suggest that while MFL governance has been well motivated it has suffered from key
problems around vision, planning, coordination and practice. Evidence also suggests that many key and
elite governance actors do not believe that learning MFLs is important.
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